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             March 2008
Much has been made about the newfound vigor of the Recovery School District, credited to Superintendent Paul Vallas, after a disappointing and disastrous first year. Much less heralded has been the startling "recovery" of the operations of the Orleans Parish School Board. 
As the 2008 board president in the final year of a roller coaster four-year term, I can proudly say we too have welcomed and responded to the post-Katrina opportunity to do education better. 
Gone are overcrowded classrooms. Gone is our old, ineffective information technology system. Gone is our low, uncompetitive pay scale. 
Now we have certified teachers. There for all to see is an audit for 2006-07 of which we can be proud. 
The OPSB has adopted budgets in a timely manner, has installed new technology in classrooms and completed a first-of-its-kind evaluation of charter schools. 
Additionally, we are in our final design phase for a new Hynes Elementary School and a renovated Mahalia Jackson. 
As the owners of all school property, we are an indispensable partner with RSD in the master plan process. And we too detest corruption in government. 
As we all know, virtually no government body has been unscathed, from our own City Council, to local judges and even a former governor. However, we have labored to restore the public confidence. Several weeks ago, we adopted a resolution in support of Gov. Bobby Jindal's ethics agenda. 
Yet, just as RSD has challenges ahead so do we. Both entities are still underfunded. Our current educational landscape is still fraught with too many land-mines that threaten to destroy our children's educational lives. 
I look forward to discussing with all sectors of the community a new vision and reality for public education. A vision that will result in our children transcending the twin scourges of poverty and low expectations. One that will attract and serve children of all races and classes. One that will make us all forget the collective sins of the past and compel us to see only the possibilities of success. 
Torin Sanders 
President 
Orleans Parish School Board 
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